
 

Daylight information for the month is: 
Sunrise: 06:45 (1st) 05:43 (30th) 
Sunset: 19:42 (1st) 20:30 (30th) 

The Sun remains quiet with just a few 
sunspots visible with the right solar equipment. 

Last Quarter: 8th April 
New Moon:  16th April 
First Quarter: 22nd April 
Full Moon: 30th April 

Mars, Saturn and Jupiter are the prominent 
objects in the morning sky visible between 
the Southeast and Southwest before dawn. 
Mars is brightening and outshines Saturn. 

The Lyrid Meteor shower reaches its peak on 22nd April. 
The point they appear to come from is visible all night 
and is shown on the map to the left. Like many meteor 
showers, the highest activity occurs in the early hours 
when 10 to 20 meteors could be visible each hour. The 
shower lasts from 16th to 25th April.  

At the beginning of the month, Mars and 
Saturn trade places in the night sky. On 2nd 
April they reach their closest, just one 
degree apart. This means looking through 

binoculars, they will appear side by side. Look to the 
SSE around 05:00 to see them. Mars appears reddish 
and Saturn flattened. On 7th April, the last quarter Moon 
joins them to form a striking line in the morning sky. 

The Hercules Globular Cluster, M13, is visible high 
above and is one of the most spectacular in the night 
sky, 22,000 light years away orbiting the Milky Way. 

If you have a telescope and are feeling 
adventurous, asteroid Vesta is just a small 
distance from the grouping, shown above. 
Or perhaps admire Saturn’s Rings and M13. 
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If you’re interested in stargazing, come join us.  
Everyone is welcome. We have talks,  

learning workshops, visits and  
group observing sessions 



 

Two planets are easily visible; Venus is eye 
catching low in the West after sunset and 
Jupiter rises in the East just before midnight. 
Both are bright and stand out from 

background stars. Due South in the evening sky are the 
constellations of Leo and Cancer. Leo is very 
distinctive, just imagine a Lion lying down, head up 
looking to the right. Cancer is dimmer and appears as 
an upside-down Y between Gemini and Leo. 
 

The Beehive Cluster, M44, in Cancer is 
good to see through binoculars; it is 600 light 
years distant and is a pretty cluster of stars 
close to each other and us within our galaxy. 

The Orion Nebula, M42, is impressive and is a gaseous 
birthplace of new stars. After sunset on 24th April you 
can see Venus and the Pleiades open star cluster, M45, 
in the same field of view. The Pleiades are a group of 
stars born in the same cloud of interstellar gas and are 
still hot and young. They appear as a ? on its side. 

The planets look good through telescopes; 
Venus shows, like the Moon, a side in 
shadow and Jupiter shows its Moons, bands 
and even the Great Red Spot are visible. 

This time of year is good for people with telescopes as 
the big groups of galaxies in Coma Berenices and Virgo 
come into view. Leo also has lots of galaxies to see; 
one, called M96, is 31,000,000 light years away and is 
visible as a slightly flattened barred smoky spiral. The 
very impressive Leo Triple comprising three galaxies 
M65, M66 and NGC3628. Ursa Major moves overhead 
later in the evening giving great viewing of the Whirlpool 
Galaxy, M51, and the pair of Bode’s Galaxy, M81, and 
the Cigar Galaxy, M82. 

The First Quarter Moon on 22nd April will give the 
opportunity to see the Lunar X and Lunar V as well as 
excellent definition of craters and mountain ranges. The 
view changes subtly from hour to hour so return to it 
every so often in the evenings around this date. 

Planisphere views are copyright © 2018 
Heavens-Above.com. All times are given as 
British Summer Time. 
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