
 

June brings us the longest day and therefore the 
shortest night as well at just seven and a half hours. The 
diagram below shows daylight(top), the 3 phases of 
twilight and proper darkness (corners) from January to 
December, left to right. In the middle, in June, you can 
see we don’t get to proper darkness just something 
called astronomical twilight for the duration of the night. 

 

Daylight information for the month is: 
 
Sunrise: 04:58 (1st) 04:56 (30th) 
Sunset: 21:16 (1st) 21:29 (30th) 

New Moon:  3rd June   
First Quarter: 10th June    
Full Moon: 17th June  
Last Quarter: 25th June 

Just because the sky is brighter and you can 
see the glow of the Sun around the northern 
horizon, it is a great time to have a think 
about how the tilt of the Earth gives us the 

Seasons rather than myths of distance from the Sun; 
we are approaching the furthest point from the Sun in 
Earth’s orbit and its Summer! You can watch the 
passage of the Seasons night on night by watching via 
the movement of the stars from East to West. Due 
South in the early hours is the group of bright stars 
known as the Summer Triangle. Follow the right side up 
and overhead to find the Plough. Follow the left side 
down to find Saturn. Finally follow the spine of Cygnus 
down to find Jupiter near the horizon. 

The notably meteor shower of the month are the June 
Boötids A very variable shower that on an average year 
will give 5 meteors an hour; as it is reasonably high in 
the sky, it is worth having a look after midnight.  
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If you’re interested in stargazing, come join us.  
Everyone is welcome. We have group 

stargazing sessions, workshops, 
 talks, and other events 

 



 

Shortly after the Sun sets and before it rises, 
keep looking up for the pale blue of 
noctilucent clouds formed of high-altitude 
ice crystals. The season is in full swing. 

 
The Summer sky may not be truly black but 
there is plenty to see including planets, 
globular clusters, the Moon and the ISS. 
 

Jupiter is on the opposite side of the Sun compared to 
us on 10th June and it is therefore at its biggest and best 
this year. The dance of its Galilean moons is visible 
night by night and on several evenings this month, the 
closer moons cross the face of Jupiter; you can watch 
their progress over a few hours as they drift across the 
bright disk of their parent planet. 
 
On 15th June the Moon will be close to Jupiter and make 
a nice pairing. 
 
A similar lunar pass occurs with Saturn on 19th June. 

 
The faint nebulae may have escaped us due 
to the lighter skies but there is plenty to see 
with a small to medium sized telescope. The 
clair obscur effects on the Moon vary 

throughout the month with the famous V and X being 
visible for a short time around first quarter. Once you 
get to know a few, you’ve got something to see every 
month; they vary with the wobble of the Moon to give 
you a different view each time. For those wanting a 
challenge, it is possible to take a photo of the shadows 
from lunar mountains and from the phase determine the 
height of the feature. You’ll need high magnification and 
a still atmosphere, but it is great to capture such detail. 
 
Because nights are generally warm and more people at 
barbecues find themselves looking up, it is a good 
opportunity to point telescopes at double stars to see 
their true colours. Albireo in Cygnus is a great starter 
with a blue and golden pairing through the eyepiece.  
 

Planisphere views are copyright © 2019 
Heavens-Above.com. All times are given as 
Daylight Savings Time unless stated. 
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